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U.S-ChinaC



China’s financial support to the Organization of the American States (OAS) (2005, 2000\@015).
surprisingly



region considering the rising autonomy of the region and more capable external and internal players
emerging in the region. Considering the issues in thellhAthh American relationship, China’s economic
engagement with the region could provideore favorable conditions to solve the issues of illegal
immigration, drug trafficking, and energy security'

Atthe 2019 meeting onThe Rise of China and its Impact on Developing CouyitfieeCarterCenter

wasinitially interested inidentifying entry pointdor coordination among U.SChineseand LAC

partners Howeverthe panel onclusionsthe internationalcontext, asvell asthe Centets engagement

with LACU.S, and Chinese actoisedto the realizatiornthat, today, conducting projects thO Td ()7 (i)-3J 0.05.9Dhid.



From a ChiaLACengagemenperspective, theelevance of Agenda 202& a framework for

development cooperation in LA€acknowledgedy the 2018Declaration of Santiageleasedoy the
SecondMinisterial Meeting of the CELAThina ForumThe same doauent stresses the importance of
desigring cooperation models with international organizatgdt points out thatthe “declaration

requiresa solid followup and joint monitoring of initiatives, plans and programs, for which the support
of international organizations is fundamental, especially the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the
Inter-American Development BarfiDB, the Development Bah



they wrote,is that the“Trump Administration is seeking reduce foreign aid significantly and refocus

U.S. assistance efforts in the region to address U.S. domestic concerns, such as irregular migration and
transnational crimg V' shifting from abroader approach to development aid é&marrowerfocus on

security.

A CONCRETE PROPOSAUBORINA MULTILATERAL COORDINATION

Both the US and China display ambiguibyn the SDG#hat involveclimate changeThey also have
diverging interests in the area peace and securityparticularly as it relates trelationships with
Venezuela and th€hinese diplomatiexpansionn the region at the expense of Taiwatowever, loth
the U.S and Chinaseem to be officially aligned withostof the objectives set by thkey regional
multilateral framework, the Agenda 203But how could that alignment lead to constructive interaction
to achieve actual cooperati@for the purposes of this discussionyuld be better to narrow the
scopeof work, moving from the broad objectives of all the SDGs to more spésfies and/ospecific
countries.The document Hacia un nuevo estilo de desarrollo: Plan de Desarrollo Integral El Salvador
GuatemalaHondurasMéxico.Diagnéstico, areas de oportunidad y recomendaci¢gheward a Mw
DevelopmentSyle: Integral Development Plan El Saler-GuatemalaHondurasMexico.Diagnosis,
Areasof Opportunity and Recommendations-referredto asthe Planhereafter)waspublishedin June
2019by Mexico’'sMinistry of Foreign Affairs icollaborationwith the ECLAQ provides a good
framework for this exercise Isetting a series of development policy recommendatiovithin the
framework ofAgenda 2030based on a thorough needssessmenbf Mexico’s southern states and the
countries of the Northern Triangle of Central America (NCA): Guatemala, El Savaddnnduras. It
has been promoted biylexico and undersigned by the NCA countries

NCA countries are among tieost in needf development assistance the region and at the same
time a source of security concesfor the US because of narcotrafficking and migratidn.an
agreement signed in December 2018, billions of dollars for cooperation for thedomgdevelopment
of the same regiomvere commited byMexico($25 billion) and the US ($10.6billion). However the

U.S strategy in the areaas shifted toward support fgorivate entrepreneurship and security.
Moreover, the US funding commitmeng might be hampered by theemperamental relationship the
current administration hawith its counterparts in the NCA. Aidiexico’s ability to comply witkts
funding commitmeng remains to be seenmhe countrymustdeal with huge challenges of its oysuch
as the fact thatt2% of its population livelselow the poverty lin&" and the everrisinglevel ofviolence.
Allthe above leaveBnportant gaps both thematic and financiathichcould be filledoy China, together
with other donors. Of all the recommendations setthg Plan some might beparticularly relevant for
Chirese interestssuch asl) Enhanceelectricalinfrastructureinterconnectivity among NCA countries
and between the NCA and Mexico; 2) Develop regional infrastructure to boost natural gas utilization
within the NCA3) Develom gradual structural change focusedthe transition towarda sustainable
economy. Those points alone will require massive investments in infrastru@sneell as cooperation
in the areaf innovation and highiech.

Froma multilateral framework perspectiveéhe Plarmight provide a great opportunity to engage with
the NCA and Mexico in areas whetainais graduallytaking the leadn LAC Some of thasupport could
even be delivered bgligning Belt & Road Initiative effontéth the Planobjectives in the area of
infrastructures. By doing saChina woulde supporting southeriviexico and NCA development needs
that areregional priorities, as established by the developminget






utilized. The SDGs and Agenda 208fresent the main framework under whicleveral other
multilateral policy instrumentssuch as th&lanfor Mexico and the NCAave been created and agreed
upon.Those frameworks are so complex and broad that both tt&anhd China can contribute to their
achievement by engagirig the areas of their own interestontributing to the greater objective of
fostering sustainable development in the region. To follow up on Dussel Pktgess and Ray, and
Niu'sanaly®s, those frameworks should be leveraged by LAC goverrgteeapgrade thér
relationshiswith China and the 1$. At the same timehey can als provide a safe setting to carry out
a reciprocal learning process that could eventually lead to the development of trilateral dialogue and
even cooperationsuch as in security efforts against organized crime or in humanitarian relief and
health. The creaation of CIDCA could be a game changkowingChineg engagementvith counterparts
focusing strictly on technical development policy issuasich wouldoffer more insulation from

bilateral political fluctuations.

This policy paper provides a macro analysis and a general recommendation for constructive interaction
through multilateral frameworks, based on a comparative analysis®fldd Chinese strategy
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