THE CARTER CENTER & THE ELDERS DISCUSSION
July 1, 2020

OnJune 17 and 18, The Carter Center and The Elders virtually convened two rounds of
dialogue with Palestinian civil society and political and human rights activists. Former
Algerian foreign minister, freedom fighter, and U.N. envoy Lakhdar Brahimi participated
on behalf of The Elders, along with staff from both organizations.

The sessions included Palestinians from across geographical areas, including the Gaza
Strip, West Bank, '48/Israel, and the diaspora, and included many younger people. The
dialogue occurred at a critical moment in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Participants
noted in particular the unprecedented U.S.-Israeli alliance on extreme anti-Palestinian
positions, the pending annexation of additional West Bank territory, and Israel’s recent
Nation State Law. These dynamics, combined with entrenched forced displacement,
occupation, and dispossession, are forcing Palestinians to rethink old assumptions and
search for new solutions to longstanding problems. The sessions revealed that
Palestinian civil society is frustrated and feels abandoned by their own leadership, the
Arab world, and the international community. This frustration is compounded by a
sense that they lack a coherent strategy. There is, however, a wish to take matters into
their own hands, particularly among the young.

Israel’s threatened annexation of an additional 30% of West Bank territory is one
challenge. Participants said the land grab is consistent with what they see as Israel’s
long-term colonial strategy toward the Palestinians. The annexation of East Jerusalem in
1967 significantly altered the Palestinian landscape, and under the Oslo Accords, Israel
also took control of 60% of the West Bank (“Area C”), including Jordan Valley.
Participants therefore saw the imminent annexation plans as a shift from de facto to de
jure annexation and expressed the view that it has long been clear that Israel intended
to colonize all of what had been Mandate Palestine, minus the Palestinian population
centers.

Participants focused mostly on the existential challenges posed by annexation, including
the likely erosion of the Palestinian Authority’s legit



presence; its efficiency in service delivery, especially in education, is a meaningful factor
in Palestinian life. The absence of the PA could create a political vacuum and lead to
disastrous violence.

Several said it was ironic that the PA
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Conclusions

The discussions highlighted the necessity of finding ways to support Palestinian civil
society, particularly younger activists, as they organize for change, self-determination,
and human rights in a shifting world. Combatting fragmentation and supporting new-
generation Palestinian leadership appear as immediate priorities, along with working
with Palestinian civil society leaders to amplify their voices and protect their ability to
work. At this critical juncture, participants criticized the failure of Palestinian factions to
reconcile, highlighting the need for frank and inclusive national dialogue among
Palestinians to grapple with the existential challenges facing their communities across
geographies and to strategize about how to leverage emerging opportunities in a
context of heavy oppression. The discussions also emphasized the need for international
actors to consider their legal responsibilities, including with respect to their bilateral
relationships with Israel, and to avoid normalizing Palestinian dispossession.
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